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Valcour Battle Chapter Chartered
On Saturday, April 21, 2007, the Valcour Battle Chapter, SAR, was chartered in an impressive ceremony at the Elks Club led by Lt. Col. Peter K. Goebel, President of the Empire State Society of the SAR  Rev. David A. Hockensmith, Past Chaplain-General of the National Society, SAR, opened with the Invocation.  The officers of the Chapter were charged with protecting and preserving the Constitutions of the United States and New York State and promoting the aims of the Sons of the American Revolution.
Following the chartering the Empire State Society’s Regional Vice President, Duane Booth, presented each member of the Valcour Chapter, SAR with a specially signed copy of the Valcour Battle Chapter commission. Chapter President James T. Hays offered a moving tribute to the SAR and its Mission Statement.  New members of the Sons of the American Revolution were welcomed into the organization. In conclusion, Stanley Ransom, G. William Glidden and Euclid Jones led the audience in the Pledge of Allegiance, the American Creed and the Recessional.
Officers are James T. Hays, Jr., President; Stanley A. Ransom, Jr., Vice-President; Joshua D. Wingler, Secretary; Richard B. Wingler, Treasurer; Duane Booth, Registrar; Euclid H. Jones, Chaplain; G. William Glidden, Historian; David C. Glenn, Genealogist;  Craig S. Allen, Webmaster; and Richard W. Ward, Librarian.
The Saratoga Battle Chapter, SAR, our sponsoring organization, was represented by George H. Ballard, Sr., President, and Richard H. Fullam, 1st Vice-President, and Past Presidents Lewis O. Slocum and G. William Glidden.
Following lunch, the 55 persons in attendance heard historian David C. Glenn tell the story of the October 11, 1775 Battle of Valcour, led by General Benedict Arnold. David Glenn drew upon his knowledge of the ships and their actions and also the weather conditions to describe how Arnold’s ships engaged the enemy until dark, losing several ships, then sailed in the dark either through the enemy ships to the south, or else sailed using prevailing winds north and around the head of Valcour Island and then south again. The next day the British gave chase, and near Schuyler Island caught up with Arnold’s battered fleet.  They had been making hasty repairs in order to sail to the safety of Crown Point and Fort Ticonderoga, in American hands.  A delayed action followed, with the British pursuing the four remaining gondolas south into what is now called Arnold’s Bay.  With flags flying these ships were run aground and burned.  The patriots then proceeded overland to Fort Independence and Fort Ticonderoga. The British gave up the chase and went back to Canada. This year long delay allowed the American forces to enlarge, grow  stronger and train to the point where they were able to defeat General John Burgoyne in 1776 at Saratoga.
        Adoniram Parrot Grave Marking

At 2 pm the group gathered at Riverside Cemetery in Plattsburgh at the gravesite of Revolutionary War patriot Adoniram Parrot, 1758-1842. Mak Keyes, Vermont Color Guard Commander, presented the colors.  Arnold E. Fallon, Jr., President of the Vermont Society of the SAR, and 4th generation great grandson of Corporal Parrot, unveiled an SAR grave marker at the grave.  
Remarks on the life and service of Adoniram Parrot were offered by David Bohrer and Diane C. (nee Fallon) Boylan, both 4th generation great grandchildren.  Susanne Jones, Vice-Regent, Saranac Chapter DAR, read a statement from Parrot’s great-great granddaughter, Shirley Veelle, Past Regent of the Santiam Chapter, DAR, of Lebanon, Oregon. 
 Joshua Wingler led a formation of costumed Minutemen and the Peru Militia in a military celebration, including an Honor Guard and the firing of matchlock muskets. Stan Ransom sang Parrot’s favorite song, the satirical “Noble Lads of Canada.” Rev. David Hockensmith led the group in prayer.  Wreaths from the Valcour Battle Chapter and the Saratoga Battle Chapter were placed before the gravestone by James T. Hays, George H. Ballard, and Richard H. Fullam.  Dr. Allan Walker, a kilted bagpiper, played “Amazing Grace.”  A truly memorable occasion.
For further information, please call:
James T. Hays:  518-834-1568

Stanley Ransom: 518-563-5719

G. William Glidden: 518-563-2304

